
    EXECUTIVE MANAGEMENT TEAM 
 
Darrell Thomas 
President 
Darrell owns Vanguard Fire & Securit y
Systems, I nc. and has been wit h t he
company for over 40 years.   Darrell leads
the strategic planning of Vanguard. 

Nationwide, over 100 prof essional Vanguard staff members are f ocused on serv ing customers and all their
fire and security needs.  Lead  by  a soli d M anagement Team,  V anguard i s st ructured i nto t hree core
workgroups focused on sat isfying customer requirements.  While key staff are highlighted here, please note
that the entire Vanguard Team makes valuable contributions to our customers on a daily basis. 

  
Rick Knipp 
General Manager 
Rick direct s t he dail y operat ions of
Vanguard Fire & Securit y Systems, Inc. 
and is a 30-year veteran of the
company.  Rick superv ises t he Sales &
Service Operat ions of  the Petroleum
Workgroup. 
  
Tim Callahan 
Operations 
With 14 years experi ence i n Fi nance
Operations, Tim supervises the Operations
Workgroup of V anguard Fire & Securit y
Systems - including all Branch Operations,
Human Resources,  I nstallation Project
Managers, Engineering, and Accounting. 

  
Tate Thomas 
Purchasing 
Tate directs all v endor relat ionships fo r
Vanguard products and serv ices.  W ith
13 y ears experi ence, Tat e manages
product ordering,  inv entory, shop and
warehouse operations. 

  
Brett Thomas 
Special Projects 
With 22 years experience,  Bret t assist s
with su pervision of V anguard Installation
Project Managers,  as well as rev iewing
Special Project s and  unique Sprinkler
opportunities for e xisting or prospective
Vanguard customers. 

    KEY PROFESSIONALS 
 

Eric Barnum, SET – Engineering/Project Manager  12 yrs.  
Manages Design Dept. and Coordinates Specialty Projects. 
 
Matt Batchelor – Installation Project Manager   14 yrs.  
Coordinates all Vanguard Sprinkler Projects. 
 
 Jason Czech – Branch Manager – Wixom   16 yrs. 
Directs all Vanguard operations within the Wixom Branch. 
 
Micah Dickinson – Special Hazards Sales   11 yrs.  
Provides consultation on Special Hazard Fire Suppression Systems. 
 
Paul Florshinger – Installation Project Manager 
Coordinates all Vanguard Petroleum Projects. 
 
Ted Hembroff – Petroleum Service Manager   31 yrs.  
Manages Petroleum Service Activities. 
 
Marc Heuser – Engineer   10 yrs.  
Provides consultation, design, and pricing for Sprinkler Systems. 
 
Kurt Hofstra – Branch Manager – Grand Rapids   7 yrs.  
Directs all Vanguard operations within the Grand Rapids Branch. 
 
John Hopkins – Assistant Petroleum Service Manager • 17 yrs. 
Assists in Supervising Petroleum Services. 
 
Toni Lentner – Branch Manager – Kalamazoo   15 yrs 
Directs all Vanguard operations within the Kalamazoo Branch. 
 
Nick Lesinski – Engineer   8 yrs.  
Designs Special Hazard Systems and Custom Systems. 
 
 Mark Matheis – Installation Project Manager   31 yrs.  
Coordinates all Vanguard Electronics Projects. 
 
Scott Newhall – Branch Manager - Saginaw   18 yrs.  
Directs all Vanguard operations within the Saginaw Branch. 
 
Brian Organek – Oil, Gas, and Chemical Industry Sales   19 yrs.  
Provides consultation on Oil, Gas and Chemical Industry protection. 
 
John Pulaski – Account Representative  20 yrs.  
Assists existing customers with deficiency corrections. 
 
Stacie Smith – Engineer   8 yrs.  
Designs Kitchen Suppression & Fire Alarm Systems. 
 
Craig Zimmerman – Account Representative   16 yrs.  
Provides consultation on Pre-Engineered Systems & Fire Training. 
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